
What happens when children/babies die? Is there any support in the Bible to say 
they go to heaven? How old does a kid need to be before they can choose or 
not choose Christ to have it determine their eternity?  

This question is one that many have debated for centuries.  The problem for so many 
people is that the Bible doesn’t ever say, “if a child dies before the age of _____ they 
will go to heaven”.  Since it doesn’t say those words exactly many have been 
confused.  Here are a couple of verses that I personally feel are instrumental on the 
issue:  

 2 Samuel 12:15-23 ESV  And the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to 
David, and it became ill. 16 David therefore pleaded with God for the child, and David 
fasted and went in and play all night on the ground. 17 So the elders of his house arose 
and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat 
food with them. 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the 
servants of David were afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, 
while the child was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can 
we tell him that the child is dead? He may do some harm!” 

19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the 
child was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” 
And they said, “He is dead.” 

20 So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed 
his clothes; and he went into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his 
own house; and when he requested, they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his 
servants said to him, “What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the 
child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food.” 
22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell 
whether 2the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is 
dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not 
return to me.”  David knew that he would see his son in the afterlife. 
  
1 Cor. 7:14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband; otherwise your children would be unclean, but now 
they are holy.  It appears there is some special sanctification for the child.  

Luke 18:15–16 15 iThen they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but 
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, 
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for jof such is the kingdom 
of God.  Jesus let the little children come to him . 



Isaiah 7:16 16  “For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted.”  

Several leading evangelicals believe that all infants will be saved. Infants, they claim, 
cannot mentally understand the nature of God and therefore are not “without excuse” 
like the rest of humanity (Rom. 1:20).  When David’s baby died he said, “He cannot 
come to me, but I shall go to him”, he was very confident that his child was going to 
heaven.  He would not have had any satisfaction in that statement if he thought the 
baby and he were just going to die next to one another.  Under the Old Testament, 
the Jews recognized that children could not be held personally accountable to the 
law of Moses. They set the arbitrary age of twelve as the year when a child assumed 
adult status in religious matters.  When we survey the scriptures and know the love, 
mercy and grace of God’s character it seems almost unreasonable to doubt that 
babies who die before they can understand the gospel would ever go to hell. 


