
WAR AND BLOODSHED 

 The reality that God commanded so much killing and bloodshed in the 

Old Testament is a subject that often makes Christians and non-Christians very 

uncomfortable. It is very difficult for many to sit in the tension of a God of 

mercy and love, and a God of bloodshed and war.  Although the Old 

Testament often shows God commanding war and bloodshed, it also shows a 

God of peace, mercy, and love.   

When answering this question it important to remember three things. 

First, God is a God of justice. One of the instruments God used to promote 

justice was warfare.  God never acted aimlessly, but with purpose. When God 

commanded war and bloodshed it was often because great evil had been 

done.  Many of the nations that God ordered Israel to attack were nations that 

practiced horrific practices such as child sacrifice, torture, and the murder of 

women and children.  God used the nation of Israel to bring justice to nations 

who were deceitfully wicked. Second, it is important to remember that all the 

war that happened in the Old Testament took place at a unique time in human 

history. God had a special relationship with Israel that he has never had with 

any other people group in history.  He chose Israel to be the agent to carry out 

his mission.  For God’s advancement he chose to use Israel to conquer many 

nations. While God did use Israel to conquer many nations, he also allowed 

other nations to rule over Israel for disciplinary purposes. God did not 

necessarily love Israel more than other nations; they were just the agent God 

chose to use.  Third, God is a God of mercy.  Throughout the OT God is not just 

seen as a God of war and bloodshed, but also a God of grace and mercy. He 

instructed Moses to always offer peace before attacking a city (Deuteronomy 

20:10).  He also gave nations the opportunity to repent of their wrongdoings 



(Nineveh). The fact human beings are still alive and breathing shows a God of 

great mercy. All humans are sinful; it is by grace and mercy that we still live.  

The issue of war in the Old Testament is in many ways unsettling.  The 

reality is we are not God and don’t know how He thinks.  He is a sovereign God 

who is the giver of life.  Unlike us, God sees things from an eternal perspective 

and moves accordingly.  He is moved with compassion for his creation and it 

grieves him when we sin.  War and bloodshed in the Old Testament is apart of 

God’s greater hope filled plan when he will “judge between nations and will 

settle disputes for many peoples. The will beat their swords into plowshare and 

their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). God is a redemptive God in the 

process of redeeming all of creation.    
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