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Becky began this morning by speaking on the life and ministry of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. His incredible ministry in Germany during the time of the holocaust 
ultimately cost him his life. The truth is that we do not live in a place where we 
are persecuted for our belief in Jesus Christ. We live in a community that is 
allowed to worship freely and because of this sometimes our freedom of 
fellowship in Christ is unappreciated.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said that Christianity means community through Jesus 
Christ. The physical presence of other Christians is a source of strength for 
believers. 

9 Traits of Christian Community (Taken from Life Together by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 

We are called to community to… 

1. To read the Bible together. 
This is the DNA of our church. But Bonhoeffer states that the reason we read the 
Bible is so that the truth of God’s word will be assimilated into our lives. 
Consecutive reading of Biblical books allows us to be found by God!  

>QUESTION: What/where/when/how is your favorite way to spend time 
with God and read your Bible? Is it in the morning with worship music? Is it 
on the beach at sunset? Is it with a cup of coffee or tea in bed? Share with 
your group.  



2. To pray with others. 
Corporate prayer is different than praying on your own. Mark’s gospel shows 
how Jesus prayed with others in public. Becky shares her testimony about the 
impact corporate prayer has had on her life. She shares that in 1976 a janitor 
working late hours prayed over Becky and brought her to Christ! He went big 
and look what Christ has done!  

3. To intercede for others. 
Christian fellowship lives and exists by the intercession of its members for one 
another or it collapses. Intercession requires time and also releases power. 
Intercession must not be general or vague but concrete and specific. We are 
called to intercede for our community! Intercession is incredibly important and 
powerful!  

>ACTIVITY: Divide into groups of 2-3. Share 1-2 specific and concrete ways 
of how your group can intercede on your behalf. Spend 10 minutes praying.  

4. To listen to others. 
Inattentive and unintentional listening really is only flattery. But we are called to 
be genuine and intentional listeners of one another. Active listening within our 
Christian community means putting others before ourselves. Ask questions and 
be genuinely interested in one another. See how it lights up their world! 

5. To serve others.  
It is countercultural to be a leader who serves. Jesus tells us that even the son of 
man came not to serve but to serve others! We must be servants to one another. 
This is a foundation of Christian community. Because serving one another is 
loving one another.  

6. To bear the burden of others. 
We are called to bear the burdens of one another. When everything is sinking 
we, the body of Christ are meant to in some practical way lift a burden.  

>ACTIVITY: Ask the person to the right of you how you can serve them this 
week. To the person being asked: what are some reasonable needs that you 
might need help with this week? Is it prayer? Is it an errand? Is it help 
moving something? It is just someone to grab coffee with? Plan to serve 
your neighbor in that way this week.  



7. To be heard by each other. 
We can cover each other’s blindspots. As praying friends, we can help each 
other become fuller in Christ. When life decisions or circumstances lead us into 
temptation, we have one other to help with through the temptation! 

8. Confess our sins to one another. 
Wordy wisdom does not realize that we are destroyed by our sin and healed by 
our confession. Community is completed when sin is confessed from one sinner 
to another. The more isolated a person is the more destructive the power of sin 
will be over him.  

>ACTIVITY: Divide into groups of 2-3 (women together and men together). 
As a group, ask God to show you where you might be in need of 
repentance. Listen. If comfortable, confess these things to one another 
through prayer. Spend 10-15 minutes in prayer.  

9. We would share communion with each other.  
We can so easily forget the cost that comes with this sacrifice! We can’t miss the 
opportunity to share communion in community together! 


